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Nev,'  Zealand  is  essentially  an  agricultiual  and  grazing  country 
and  is  a  large  purchaser  of  inanufadured  products.  Its  area  covers 
about  OT.OlojjUi)  acres,  of  -wliicli  10.841,57;)  aci'cs  arc  under  cultiva- 
tion in  grain,  sown  grasses,  orchards,  and  other  crops.  Of  the  total, 
17,231,014  acres  are  occupied  by  the  owners,  2,178,G55  acres  leased 
from  private  individuals,  1,365,093  acres  leased  from  public  bodies, 
and  2,010,136  acres  from  the  native  Maoris.  On  January  1,  1916, 
there  Avere  77,229  owners  of  real  propierty  in  this  country. 

Financial  Conditions. 

General  financial  conditions  in  New  Zealand  for  1916  were  good, 
with  bank  deposits  greater  than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  During  the  year  the  Dominion  Government  floated  a  4^ 
per  cent  loan  locally  to  the  amount  of  $48,665,000  at  par,  without 
interfering  to  any  appreciable  extent  with  the  local  money  markets 
or  advancing  interest  rates.  Little  capital  went  into  public  or  pri- 
vate improvements,  save  where  it  was  urgently  demanded,  and  from 
present  indications  less  will  be  done  along  these  lines  during  1917. 

Interest  rates  declined  somewhat  during  the  J^ear,  so  that  it  is  now^ 
difficult  to  get  more  than  5 J  per  cent  for  well-secured  loans,  and  it  is 
not  expected  here  that  interest  rates  will  increase  during  1917. 

Bad  debts  were  fewer  during  1916  in  New  Zealand  than  for  many 
years,  notwithstanding  the  increased  turnover,  and  there  were  no 
bankruptcies  sufficiently  large  to  disturb  bu.siness. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  the  total  revenue  of  the 
New  Zealand  Government  amounted  to  $70,613,582  and  the  total  ex- 
penditures to  $60,797,705,  leaving  a  balance  of  $9,815,877,  against  a 
total  revenue  of  $63,912,231  an(f  a  total  expenditure  of  $63,196,179, 
with  a  balance  of  $716,052  foi-  the  fiscal  year  1915.  The  estimated 
receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1917,  were  given  by  the 
Minister  of  Finance  in  June  as  $71,009,053,  with  estimated  expendi- 
ture amounting  to  $70,031,981.  Later  returns  show  that  the  I'oceipts 
for  the  year  will  materially  exceed  the  estimate. 

The  customs  and  excise  duties  of  the  Dominion  of  New  Zealand 
for  1916  amounted  to  $18,604,683  as  compared  with  $15,528,418  for 
1915. 

Banking  and  Currency. 

Banking  interests  enjo3'ed  an  exceptionally  prosperous  year,  with 
deposits  in  excess  of  any  previous  record.  Loans  were  generally 
placed  here  at  normal  rates,  but  much  of  the  surplus  capital  found 
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its  way  to  Great  Britain.  The  deposits  in  the  banks  in  New  Zealand 
on  September  30,  1916,  -amounted  to  $158,014,493,  as  compared  with 
$141,882,402  on  the  corresi)onding  date  in  1915,  with  loans  at  $120,- 
095,312,  compared  with  $113,027,440  in  1915.  The  postal  savings 
banks  of  the  country  showed  deposits  for  the  year  ended  September 
30,  1910,  amoiinting  to  $74,398,710,  compared  with  $02,989,333  for 
the  corresponding  period  the  preceding  year. 

The  final  figures  for  1910  show  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  the 
banks  of  this  Dominion  had  assets  to  the  value  of  $202,109,081,  as 
compared  with  $105,810,721  at  the  close  of  1915 ;  with  liabilities  at 
$207,210,050  at  the  close  of  1910,  as  compared  with  $172,578,392  at 
the  end  of  1915.  Bank  deposits  amounted  to  $187,942,078,  as  com- 
pared with  $150,632,911  at  the  close  of  1915;  and  at  the  close  of  the 
year  the  banks  held  $37,414,129  in  bullion,  as  compared  with 
$33,824,086  at  the  close  of  1915. 

The  paper  currency  in  circulation  in  New  Zealand  on  September 
30,  1916,  amounted  to  $21,071,721,  compared  with  $13,737,200  at  the 
same  time  in  1915.  This  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  all 
bank  settlements  are  now  made  in  the  legal-tender  notes  of  the  set- 
tling banks,  instead  of  in  gold  as  formerly.  At  the  close  of  the 
1916  September  quarter  the  banks  of  this  Dominion  held  gold  coin 
and  bullion  to  the  value  of  $36,490,234,  as  compared  with  $34,180,046 
at  the  same  time  in  1915.  During  the  year  a  new  issue  of  10-shilling 
notes  was  put  into  circulation  to  relieve  the  scarcity  of  small  change 
since  the  gold  half  sovereign  had  practically  disappeared  from  circu- 
lation. 

Dollar  Exchange — Trade  Conditions  Improved. 

During  the  past  year  arrangements  were  completed  between  cer- 
tain New  Zealand  and  American  banks  whereby  drafts  drawn  in 
dollars  direct  on  New  York  can  be  had  here  at  a  better  rate  than  on 
London.  This  is  an  important  move  that  will  benefit  American 
trade  and  should  be  put  to  the  best  possible  use  by  manufacturers 
and  exporters. 

General  trade  conditions  in  New  Zealand  were  better  during  1916 
than  for  many  years,  notwithstanding  a  tendency  to  be  conservative. 
Mone}^  was  plentiful,  wages  higher  than  ever  before,  and  the  people 
generally  were  in  position  to  buy  for  cash  whatever  w^as  needed. 
The  total  turnover  in  value  for  the  year  was  in  excess  of  any  previous 
record,  but  prices  were  high  and  in  most  lines  the  quantities  were 
materially  less  than  for  1915. 

The  outlook  for  1917  is  now  even  better.  Most  of  the  principal 
surplus  products  of  the  country,  such  as  fresh  meat,  wool,  pelts,  but- 
ter, and  cheese,  have  been  contracted  for  at  an  advance  over  1916 
prices,  wdiich  is  estimated  to  mean  from  $10,000,000  to  $12,000,000 
increase  in  exports.  All  this  means  that  American  interests  may  ex- 
pect an  increased  market  here  for  their  products  and  that  it  will  pay 
them  to  seek  this  business  in  earnest. 

The  tendency  of  the  general  public  to  accept  the  unsettled  com- 
mercial conditions  and  to  buy  what  the  importers  were  able  to  offer 
has  made  it  comparatively  easy  to  introduce  new  lines  if  reasonably 
satisfactory.  This  condition  will  doubtless  continue  in  1917.  This 
market  can  be  relied  on  if  treated  fairly  and  when  standard  goods 
have  been  introduced  past  experience  proves  they  are  here  to  stay. 
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Improved  Shipping  Conditions — Freight  Rates. 

Shipping  conditions  improved  somewhat  during  1916,  especially 
from  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  through  the  Panama 
Canal,  Freight  rates  ^Yere  higher  than  ever  hefore,  but  this  made 
little  difference  if  space  could  be  had,  for  the  consumer  was  able  and 
willing  to  pay  the  price  if  the  goods  could  be  secured.  For  much  of 
the  year  freight  rates  from  Amei'ica  were  higher  than  from  Great 
Britain. 

Tonnage  was  more  j^lentiful  in  19IG  than  during  1915,  but  rates 
from  New  Zealand  to  Great  Britain  have  l)een  advancing  very  ma- 
terially as  indicated  by  the  followiug  table  which  gives  the  rates 
as  on  October  1,  1913 ;  February  2,  1910;  and  October  1,  1910,  Avith 
10  per  cent  primage  in  each  case : 


Articles. 


Oct.  1,1913.  Feb.  2,1910.  Oct.  1,1910, 


Casings,  sausage long  ton . 

Hemi) do . . . 

Hides <lo . . . 

Kauri  gum case. 

Leutlier long  ton . 

Telts do... 

Schcclite do... 

Skins,  woolcd poimd. 

Tallow long  ton. 

Tow do... 

Wool: 

Orcasy pound . 

Scoured do . . . 


$13. 38 
20.  C7 

9.73 
10. 33 
15. 80 
10.94 

7.29 
.01.5 

9.73 
24.33 

.  012.5 
.015 


S24.33 
34.  Oo 

20.67 
18.24 
31).  SO 
21.89 
24. 33 

.0275 
20.67 
38.93 

.0275 
.0325 


?34. 05 
48.60 
31.62 
2.5.  .54 
43. 79 
31.02 
29.19 

.0473 
2«.19 
63.23 

.0473 
.0525 


The  rate  from  Great  Britain  is  much  more  favorable  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  much  more  cargo  from  New  Zealand  than  in 
the  reverse  direction. 

New  Steamship  Line  to  New  York — Other  lines. 

'About  the  1st  of  July  the  Luckenbach  Steamship  Co.,  of  New 
York,  put  on  a  line  of  steamers  sailing  under  the  American  flag  be- 
tween New  York  and  New  Zealand  and  Australia  that  has  done 
much  to  better  conditions.  This  line  has  averaged  about  one  steamer 
per  month  from  New  York. 

During  the  year  Japanese  steamers  brought  merchandise  to  New 
Zealand  for  the  lirst  time,  and  Japanese  trade  is  strongly  encouraged 
by  this  country. 

About  the  beginning  of  August  more  shipping  bound  for  British 
ports  from  this  part  of  the  Avorld  began  to  use  the  Panama  Canal. 
These  steamers  call  at  Newport  News  for  coal. 

The  net  profits  of  the  Union  Steam  Ship  Co.,  of  New  Zealand, 
for  the  year  were  $759,044  on  a  capital  investment  of  $9,703,000, 
after  deducting  depreciation  of  plant  and  contingencies. 

During  191G,  six  American  vessels  came  to  this  port.  Two  were 
steamers,  one  loaded  with  general  cargo  and  the  other  with  kei'osene, 
benzine,  and  gasoline;  and  four  were  sailing  vessels,  one  loaded 
with  lumber,  one  with  general  cargo,  one  with  coal,  and  one  Avitli 
kerosene,  benzine,  and  gasoline. 
Public  Improvements. 

Comparatively  little  Avas  done  in  New  Zealand  during  1916  by  way 
of  public  improvements,  since  it  was  the  declared  policy  of  the  Do- 
minion Government  to  only  go  on  Avith  more  urgent  works  under 
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wi\y  and  to  start  no  new  ones  unless  xevy  urgent.  Municipal  bodies 
in  general  have  adopted  the  same  polic}'. 

Much  preliminary  work  is  being  done  on  proposed  public  works 
such  as  extensive  harbor  improvements  at  several  ports,  hydroelectric 
plants,  and  new  railway  developments  on  North  Island,  many  new 
public  buildings,  and  extensive  road  building  to  open  up  new  sec- 
tions of  the  count^3^ 

During  the  j^ear  work  progressed  on  the  new  Nihotupu  Dam  to 
increase  the  water  supply  for  the  city  of  Auckland  [see  Commerce 
Eeports  for  Sept.  8,  1915]  and  about  $100,000  was  spent  on  straight- 
ening and  grading  an  important  street  leading  to  the  business  center 
of  the  city.  Progress  was  made  on  the  1,200-foot  central  v>'harf 
at  the  port  of  Auckland  and  some  reclamation  work  was  done.  Other 
important  improvements  are  contemplated. 

lake  Coleridge  Hydroelectric  Plant. 

The  Government  hydroelectric  plant  at  Lake  Coleridge,  about  70 
miles  west  of  Christchurch,  was  opened  during  the  year  with  splendid 
results  for  Christchurch  and  vicinity.  [See  Commerce  Reports  for 
Oct.  4,  1916.]  The  city  is  now  lighted  by  electricity,  the  tramcars 
are  operated  with  power  from  this  source,  and  many  of  the  industries 
in  and  about  the  city  secure  their  power  from  this  plant,  at  very 
low  rates  in  all  cases.  There  is  a  demand  for  more  current  than 
can  be  supplied  by  the  present  installation  of  6,000  horsepower, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  put  in  another  unit  of  equal  power. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  has  announced  that  progress  was 
made  on  the  preliminary  work  for  Government  hydroelectric  devel- 
opment in  North  Island,  and  that  the  work  will  progress  during 
1917,  or  until  completed,  with  a  view  to  developing  the  scheme  as 
soon  as  conditions  warrant  it. 
Government  Railways, 

The  New  Zealand  Government  railways  enjoyed  a  prosperous 
year  during  1916,  having  carried  more  freight  and  passengers  than 
in  any  former  year. 

Comparatively  little  was  done  on  new  construction  during  1916 
and  not  much  is  planned  for  1917. 

Work  is  progressing  slowly  on  the  5-mile  single-track  railway 
tunnel  through  the  Southern  Alps  at  Arthur's  Pass,  to  connect  Grey- 
mouth,  the  most  important  port  on  the  west  coast  of  South  Island, 
with  Christchurch.  When  completed  this  will  provide  an  overland 
outlet  for  the  splendid  steam  and  gas  coal  mined  in  the  Greymouth 
district. 

During  the  year  the  Government  railway  department  remoA'ed 
and  enlarged  the  engine  sheds  and  machine  shops  at  the  Auckland 
terminus  at  a  total  expense  of  $100,000. 

Building  Trades — Mining. 

The  building  trades  had  a  very  quiet  year  in  New  Zealand  during 
1916,  except  at  Wellington,  where  building  held  its  own.  The  out- 
look is  not  promising  for  1917.  Although  money  is  plentiful  and 
interest  rates  are  reasonable,  building  materials  are  very  expensive 
and  wages  are  high.  Several  new  cold-storage  plants  and  slaughter- 
houses have  been  erected  to  take  care  of  the  increased  meat  and  dairy 
interests,  but  home  building  is  almost  at  a  standstill. 


NEW  ZEALAND.  5 

During  191G  there  were  1,047  building  permits  taken  out  in  Auck- 
land, calling  for  an  investment  of  $1,245,517,  compared  with  1,911 
for  1915,  calling  for  an  investment  of  $1,500,113. 

Mining  operations  in  New  Zealand  during  191G  were  active,  with 
an  increased  output  both  of  gold  and  coal.  Most  of  the  gold  is  now 
taken  from  mines,  whereas  in  the  past  much  of  it  was  secured  from 
alluvial  deposits,  some  of  which  were  very  rich.  I'here  arc  now  41 
underground  gold  mines  in  operation  in  this  c(uintr3\  [See  Com- 
merce Eeports  for  Oct.  30,  191G.] 
Manufacturing — Shoe  and  Leather  Trade. 

Manufacturing  interests  have  increased  their  output,  which  has 
done  much  to  relieve  tiie  shortage  from  over->eiis.  Women  iiave 
taken  a  much  more  prominent  part  in  this  Avork  in  New  Zealand  than 
ever  before. 

It  is  not  likely  that  New  Zealand  Avill  ever  become  a  manufacturing 
countrj'^,  for  its  natural  resources  and  climate  make  it  clear  that  agri- 
culture, grazing,  and  dairying  will  take  the  lead,  and  only  a  certain 
few  manufacturing  lines  can  expect  to  succeed  in  normal  times,  since 
wages  are  liigh  and  hours  short. 

The  shoe  and  leather  industry  in  this  Dominion  was  prosperous 
during  191G.  There  was  an  increase  in  imports  of  the  better  grades 
of  American  shoes  during  the  year,  while  the  local  factories  supplied 
most  of  the  medium  grades.  About  the  usual  supply  came  from  Great 
Britain,  but  the  other  European  supplies  were  short.  The  tanneries 
of  the  country  were  busy  and  turned  out  some  very  good  leather,  but 
were  unable  to  supply  the  demand,  with  the  result  tliat  American 
interests  furnished  more  than  formerly.  The  imports  of  leather 
during  1915  amouF^ted  to  1,087,539  pounds,  of  which  the  United 
States  supplied  325,807  pounds.  The  duty  on  leather  varies  from 
free  to  S  cents  per  pound  from  all  countries,  with  a  war  tax  of  1  per 
cent  ad  valorem  on  all  imports.  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug. 
29,  191G.] 

The  price  of  shoes  advanced  from  25  to  100  j)er  cent  during  191G. 
Those  made  in  New  Zealand  advanced  from  25  to  50  per  cent  and 
imported  shoes  from  50  to  100  per  cent.  Shoes  that  were  selling  at 
wholesale  for  85  cents  previous  to  the  war  now  sell  at  $i.7G,  and  tliose 
selling  for  $1.82  now  bring  $3.1G.  The  price  of  imported  leather  has 
also  greatly  increased.  Glazed  leather  that  was  sold  at  15  cents  per 
square  foot  before  the  war  has  sold  here  at  3G  cents  ])er  square  foot. 
Prices  of  other  shoe  and  leather  supplies  have  advanced  in  about  the 
same  proportion. 

Dairy  Industry  Prosperous. 

The  daily  incluslry  of  tliis  Dominion  was  prosperous  during  1916, 
and  the  entire  surplus  output  has  been  contracted  for  b}'^  the  British 
Government  for  1917  at  an  advance  over  the  price  for  1916.  North 
Island  is  making  the  greatest  progress  in  this  industry,  and  this  is 
especially  true  in  the  Auckland  district.  [See  Com:\iErce  Eeports 
for  Oct.  17,  1916.]  From  the  port  of  Auckland  there  were  475,707 
fifty-six-pound  cases  of  butter  exported  during  1916,  compared  with 
434,229  cases  for  1915,  and  62,070  crates  of  cheese,  compared  with 
20,000  crates  for  1915.  The  weight  of  crates  of  cheese  varies  from 
130  to  160  pounds.  The  value  of  these  exports  amounted  to  $11,- 
679,094,  compared  with  $9,231,298  for  1915. 


Q  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

From  present  indications  this  will  be  materially  increased  during 
1917.  There  are  many  small  dairies  in  this  ten'itory  from  which 
the  cream  goes  to  the  butter  factory  and  the  milk  is  fed  to  the  calves 
and  pigs  on  the'' farm.  Nearlj^  all  of  the  milking  is  done  by  ma- 
chinery, and  it  is  not  an  unconnnon  thing  for  a  man  and  his  wife  to 
milk  60  coAvs  regailarlj^  and  take  care  of  the  milk. 

Agricultural  Conditions, 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  acreage  seeded  during  191G  com- 
pared with  1915,  consequently  the  harvests  of  1916-17  w^ill  fall  far 
short  of  the  jdeld  for  1915-16.  This  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  many 
lielcls  were  sown  to  grass  in  1915  for  the  reason  it  paid  better  to 
raise  stock  and  run  a  dairy  than  to  raise  grain.  From  present  indi- 
cations this  will  contmue  for  some  time.  Owing  to  late  frost  in  the 
extreme  south  of  South  Island  and  the  shortage  of  rain  in  the 
northern  part  of  that  island  the  oat  and  wheat  yield  in  those  parts 
will  be  short.  Notwithstanding  the  prospects  for  a  short  crop  of 
wheat  this  season  it  is  thought  there  will  be  no  call  for  imports, 
since  there  was  a'  remainder  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  December 
of  about  2,000,000  bushels,  sufficient  for  home  consumption  for  about 
four  months. 

The  harvest  of  1916-17  is  being  fairly  well  taken  care  of.  More 
labor-saving  machinery  is  being  put  to  use  and  the  workmen  are 
putting  in  longer  hours. 

The  prices  of  agricultural  and  grazing  lands  are  rapidly  increas- 
ing in  this  Dominion,  and  now  vary  from  $25  per  acre  for  some  of 
the  cheaper  grazing  lands  to  $400  per  acre  for  the  best  grazing  and 
agricultural  lands,  and  it  is  clauned  that  large  returns  can  be  made 
at  these  prices. 

Large  land  holdings  are  being  taken  over  by  the  New  Zealand 
Government  and  divided  into  small  holdings. 
Fruit- Growing  Prospects  Good. 

The  fruit-growing  industry  of  New  Zealand  made  rapid  strides 
during  1916,  and  the  future  promises  much.  [See  Commerce  Re- 
poets  for  Aug.  15,  1916.]  The  fruit  crop  of  1916  much  exceeded  the 
local  consumption  and  about  350,000  cases  of  choice  apples  ready  for 
export  were  lost  for  want  of  shipping  space  to  get  them  to  the  South 
American  market.  The  best  apples  are  grown  on  South  Island, 
and  the  great  apple  belt  is  about  Nelson  and  around  Christchurch 
and  north  of  that  place.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  apple  trees  have 
been  planted  during  the  past  few  years,  and  it  is  estimated  that  New 
Zealand  will  soon  have  one  million  00-pound  cases  of  apples  for 
export  annually.  The  trees  begin  to  bear  very  young,  and  the  apple 
crop  scarcely  ever  fails.  During  1916  it  is  estimated  that  2,900  acres 
were  planted  to  orchards  in  the  Dominion.  All  orchards  in  New 
Zealand  must  be  registered  with  the  Government. 
Kauri- Gum  Trade. 

The  kauri-gum  industry  in  New  Zealand  enjoyed  a  fairly  pros- 
perous year  during  1916,  with  a  total  output  of  5,779  tons,  compared 
with  5,749  tons  for  1915.  The  future  does  not  seem  very  promising 
for  this  industry  since  the  best  fields  have  been  worked  out  and  many 
of  the  diggers  are  taking  up  more  lucrative  occupations.  American, 
interests  have  been  taking  a  fair  portion  of  the  better  grades,  but  it 
has  been  difficult  to  dispose  of  the  cheaper  grades. 
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Exports  of  kiuiri  gum  to  tlio  United  States  for  191G  umounted  to 
8,510,935  pounds,  valued    at    $1,353,475,  compared    witli    7.193,480 
pounds  for  1915,  valued  at  $1,087,001,  with  exports  to  all  other 
countries  estimated  at  about  1,977  tons. 
Hemp  and  Tow  Exports. 

The  hemp  and  tow  industry  in  New  Zealand  enjoyed  a  very  pros- 
perous year,  with  fair  prospects  for  1917.  Tlicre  were  large  stocks 
on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  1910,  and  the  great  demand  made  it  pos- 
sible to  get  shipi)ing  space  by  paying  high  freights,  but  the  producer 
did  not  make  much  profit.  The  exports  for  1910  made  a  record  for 
liemp.  The  United  States  took  8,289  tons  in  1910,  valued  at  $1,583,- 
220,  compared  Avith  4,003  tons  for  1915,  valued  at  $519,492.  The 
price  of  hemp  increased  from  $141.12  per  ton  for  the  best  grades  at 
the  close  of  1915  to  $192.22  per  ton  at  the  close  of  1910. 

New  Zealand  hemp,  Phormium  tenax^  grows  wild  throughout  the 
country,  but  to  the  best  advantage  on  North  Island.  At  present  the 
largest  quantity  and  the  best  quality  is  grown  iK'tween  Pahnerstoii 
North  and  Wellington.  The  acreage  under  cultivation  is  increasing 
from  year  to  year. 

Stock  Eaising  Profitable. 

The  stock  raisers  of  New  Zealand  enjoyed  a  record  year,  and  the 
outlook  for  1917  is  even  more  promising.  This  is  especially  true  on 
North  Island,  where  the  rains  have  been  abundant  and  the  pastures 
sufficient  to  more  than  meet  demands.  Much  attention  is  given  the 
breeding  of  the  most  profitable  sheep  and  cattle.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  fine  stud  farms  in  the  country,  and  high  -  grade  stock 
is  regularly  imported.  Fine  dairy  cows  are  a  specialt3^  North  Island 
is  especially  well  suited  for  stock  raising,  owing  to  its  mild,  even 
climate,  fine  grasses,  and  usual  abundance  of  rain,  the  rainfall  for 
1910  having  reached  07  inches,  with  an  average  annual  rainfall  of  42 
inches.  It  is  not  necessary  to  feed  stock  here  either  in  summer  or 
winter.     [See  Commerce  Eeports  for  Dec.  2,  1910.] 

Much  attention  is  given  to  the  production  of  ''  baby  beef  "  on  Nortli 
Island  by  rushing  young  stock  for  two  years  on  the  fine  pastures  and 
selling  them  for  beef  at  the  end  of  the  second  or  third  summei'. 
This  is  claimed  to  be  much  more  profitable  than  to  keep  stock  until 
it  is  4  or  5  years  old.    [See  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  10,  1910.] 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  live  stock  slaughtered 
at  private  and  municipal  slaughterhouses  in  New  Zealand  for  each 
of  the  past  three  years  ended  June  30 : 


stock. 

1911 

1915 

1916 

Cows 

Number. 

75,071 

132,307 

11, SOS 

21,170 

3,2G9,'150 

4,039,189 

Number. 
103,590 
IW,  970 
12,010 
20, 131 
3, 792, 131 
3,959,402 

Number. 
157, 13.S 

Steers  aud  licifers 

181,995 

Bulls 

15,501 
31,374 

Calves 

3,521,264 

Lambs 

3,948,205 

The  increase  in  number  of  cattle  slaughtei'ed  during  the  past  two 
years  is  causing  much  anxiety  in  certain  quarters  as  to  the  effect  of 
this  drain  on  the  live-stock  supply  in  this  Dominion. 

During  the  past  year  several  hundred  crossbred  rams  have  been 
shipped  to  the  United  States  for  breeding  purposes,  and  many  more 
•were  ordered  but  could  not  be  supplied  for  lack  of  shif)ping  space. 
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Wool-Trade  Conditions — lumber. 

Probably  none  of  the  wool  clip  just  taken  from  the  sheep  will  reach 
the  United  States  direct,  since  the  British  Government  has  contracted 
for  the  entire  surplus,  and  valuers  are  now  grading  and  valuing  it. 
This  has  been  a  disappointment  for  the  wool  growers,  who  had  ex- 
pected the  American  bu3'ers  to  run  up  prices  as  they  did  last  year. 
They  now  receive  only  55  per  cent  more  than  the  average  price  for  the 
1913-14  clip. 

During  the  wool  season  of  1915-lG  which  ended  with  September, 
New  Zealand  exported  200,119,016  pounds,  valued  at  $04,110,823, 
compared  with  208,908,118  pounds,  valued  at  $50,734,099  for  1914-15. 
North  Island  supplied  66  per  cent  of  the  wool  exported  for  the 
1915-16  season,  but  South  Island  supplied  the  higher  priced  wool. 
The  average  price  per  pound  for  North  Island  wool  was  30.84  cents 
and  for  South  Island  33.1  cents. 

The  lumber  industry  in  New  Zealand  during  1916  made  a  poor 
showing.  The  output  of  the  sawmills  was  below  the  average,  with  a 
light  demand  from  the  building  trades.  During  the  year  there  was 
one  small  cargo  of  American  lumber  received  at  this  port.  Prices 
remained  firm. 

The  large  demand  for  white  pine  for  butter  boxes  emphasized  the 
fact  that  at  the  present  rate  of  consumption  the  total  supply  will  be 
exhausted  within  a  few  years,  and  then  New  Zealand  butter  inter- 
ests will  have  to  look  elsewhere  for  the  supply,  since  this  country  has 
no  other  timber  suitable,  for  butter  boxes.  [See  Commerce  Reports 
for  July  27,  1916.]  This  situation  should  create  a  market  for  Ameri- 
can odorless  lumber. 

Foreign  Trade  of  New  Zealand. 

The  foreign  commerce  of  New  Zealand  for  1916,  including  specie, 
amounted  to  $290,171,000,  of  which  imports  totaled  $128,180,121  and 
exports  $161,990,879.  This  shows  an  excess  of  $29,921,549  over  the 
foreign  trade  for  1915;  and  shows  a  net  trade  balance  in  favor  of 
New  Zealand  of  $33,810,758  for  1916  as  compared  with  the  net  trade 
balance  of  $48,762,709  for  1905.  The  imports  of  specie  for  1916 
amounted  to  $6,296,667  with  its  exports  at  $28,615. 

The  following  table  gives  the  foreign  commerce,  including  specie, 
of  New  Zealand  for  1915  and  1916  b.v  countries: 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

$54,218,002 

S67, 495, 703 

$123,555,713 

§130,762,797 

3,882,571 

3,685,333 

4,505,518 

3,367,550 

3, 554, 535 

19,476,565 

12, 402, 7S6 

10,665,060 

17,2S1 

21,072 

5 

10 

643,356 

551, 628 

10,511 

1,485,952 

53,489 

20,863 

15 

24 

409, 784 

344,840 

15 

5 

1,480,983 

2,739,712 

668,968 

535,533 

117,706 

152, 176 

54 

10 

12, 654, 107 

19, 319, 039 

9,764,666 

12,136,988 

28,711,557 

14,372,590 

3,597,829 

3,036,944 

105,743,371 

128,  ISO,  121 

154,506,080 

161,990,879 

United  Kingdom . , 

Canada 

Australia 

Belgium 

Prance 

CJcrmany 

Netherlands 

Japan 

Philippine  Islands , 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Trade  with  the  United  States,  Australia,  Canada,  and  Japan. 

It  will  be  seen  that  American  interests  in  New  Zealand  have  grown 
materially  during  1916.  Imports  from  the  United  States  have  in- 
creased about  63  per  cent  over  1915,  while  the  exports  from  New  Zea- 
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land  to  tlu'  I'liitcd  States  have  increased  24  pei'  cent.  The  future 
looks  bright,  and  it  Avill  pay  American  interests  to  cultivate  this  fiekl 
at  this  time,  for  tliere  is  a  friendlier  feelino-  toward  America  and 
American  produrt^.  than  at  any  time  since  the  (uithreak  of  the  Euio- 
pean  Avar. 

There  were  marked  gains  from  the  Ignited  States  hi  several  lines, 
Init  in  none  to  a  greater  extent  tlian  in  the  case  of  motor  tires.  Avhich 
amounted  to  $501>,r)<Sl  during  191G,  as  compared  Avith  $i2-l,8T!)  during 
li)l-lr.  There  Avas  also  a  large  increase  in  imports  of  kerosene,  l)enzine, 
and  gasoline  from  the  Ignited  States.  There  Avere  G,174  motor  cars 
imported  during  191G,  as  compared  Avith  3,590)  during  1915,  of  Avhich 
a  Aery  large  portion  came  from  America. 

The  A'ery  marked  increase  of  imports  from  Australia  is  accounted 
for  principally  by  the  fact  that  large  quantities  of  merchandise  from 
the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  Avere  transshipped  at 
Australian  ports  for  Ncav  Zealand.  It  is  not  understood  that  the 
real  imports  of  Australian  products  into  New  Zealand  AA'ere  mate- 
rially increased  during  191G  over  any  previous  year,  but  that  the 
increase  comes  almost  entirely  from  reexported  merchandise. 

Trade  with  Canada  decreased  slightly  in  191G,  Avhich  is  accounted 
for  principally  by  the  loss  of  tAvo  or  three  monthly  sailings  of  the 
subsidized  steamship  line  between  eastern  Caoiadian  ports  and  NeAV 
Zealand,  and  the  fact  that  Canada  made  large  shipments  of  Avheat  to 
New  Zealand  in  1915,  but  none  during  191G.  HoAvever.  the  191G  im- 
ports from  Canada  exceeded  the  im])orts  for  1914  by  $l.-)5:),598. 

Imports  from  Japan  also  shoAved  a  marked  increase  in  191G, 
amounting  to  about  85  per  cent  more  than  in  1915.  Japanese  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  are  making  an  active  and  effective  cam- 
paign for  business  in  this  Dominion,  -which  has  met  with  much  en- 
couragement from  the  business  interests  here.  They  haA^e  made  great 
improvements  in  the  quality  and  style  of  the  goods  sent  forAvard,  are 
quoting  some  A^ery  low  and  attractive  prices,  and  are  getting  a  fairly 
strong  foothold  here  that  is  destined  to  give  them  a  fair  portion  of 
this  trade  for  some  time  to  come. 

Tariff  Changes. 

Tliere  Avere  no  tariff  changes  during  the  year  by  action  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  rates  Avere  somewhat  affected  in  some  cases  by  reclassifica- 
tion by  the  customs  officials.  It  seems  quite  probable  that  there  Avill 
be  important  changes  later.  This  is  a  matter  that  should  be  closely 
Avatched  by  American  interests  so  as  to  be  able  to  meet  conditions 
Avlien  they  come. 

On  September  18,  191G,  an  order  Avas  gazetted  prohibiting  the  im- 
jDortation  of  soaps  from  all  countries  save  the  United  Kingdom  and 
possessions  that  quite  seriously  arf'ectcd  this  trade  from  America. 

Imports  have  been  increasing  during  the  past  feAv  months,  and  the 
value  of  imports  for  191G  was  perceptibly  greater  than  during  1915, 
but  the  quantity  in  many  cases  was  beloAv  the  requirements  or  even 
below  imports  before  the  war.  Imported  stocks  are  beloAv  normal, 
but  have  materially  improved  during  the  year. 
Principal  Imports  and  Amounts. 

The  value  of  imports  into  the  countrv  duiing  191G  amounted  to 
$128,180,121  as  compared  with  $105,743,371  for  1915.    The  quantity 

88838°— Gla— 17 2 


10 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   EEPORTS, 


and  value  of  the  principal  articles  are  shown  in  the  following  tabic 
(1  hundredweight=112  pounds,  1  ton=:2,24:0  pounds,  1  English  gal- 
lon=1.2  American  gallons)  : 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1910 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Agricultural  machinery 

Apples ,  fresh pounds . 

Bars,  bolts,  and  rods,  iron tons. 

Benzine gallons. 

Benzoline,  gasoline,  etc do... 

Bicycles,  tricj'cles,  and  motorcycles,  .number. 

Books,  paper,  and  music,  printed 

Boots,  slioes,  slippers dozen  pairs. 

Canvas 

Carbide  of  calcium tons. 

Carpeting,  matting,  and  oilcloth 

Cigarettes poimds. 

Cigars do . . . 

Coal tons . 

Confectionery 

Cordage  and  twine 

Corrugated  galvanized  sheet  iron,  hundred- 
weight   

Cotton  piece  goods 

Currants pounds. 

Dairying  machinery 

Drapery 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Electrical  machinery 

Engines,  gas,  etc number. 

Fencing  wire: 

Barbed t  ons . 

Plain do . . . 

Figs,  dates,  and  prunes pounds. 

Glass  and  gla'^sware 

Grain  and  pulse,  etc pounds. 

Hardware 

Hats  and  caps dozen . 

Hosiery 

India-rubber  goods  other  than  tires 

Kerosene gallons. 

Leather pounds. 

Leather  manufactures  and  saddlery 

Linseed  oil gallons. 

Lumber square  feet . 

Manures tons . 

Matches  and  vestas gross  boxes . 

Millinery 

Mineral  "lubricating  oils gallons! 

Nails hundredweight. 

Paints,  colors,  and  varnishes 

Paper: 

Printmg hundredweight. . 

Other do.... 

Pianos numlier . , 

Pig  and  bar  lead tons.. 

Pig  and  scrap  iron do 

Pipes  and  fittings do 

Railway  and  tramway  plant 

Raisms pounds! '. 

Rice hundredweight. . 

Sacks 

Seeds,  grass  and  clover hundredweight! ! 

Sewing  machines number. . 

Silk  piece  goods 

Spirits gallons . '. 

stationery 

Sugar himdredwcight . . 

Tea. pounds . . 

Turned  sheets  a.id  plates hundredweight.. 

Tobacco,  manufactured pounds 

Tools 

Vehicles,  motor number! : 

Wearing  apparel 

Wine gaiions!! 

Woolen  piece  goods 

All  other  articles 


2, 230, 004 

1.5,130 

5,995,544 

1,392,203 

7,832 


127,911 
"'2!  019 


577, 009 
50,308 
353,471 


25j5, 888 
'2,' 455  ,'674 


3,359 

2, 533 

7,272 

3,851,558 


43,504,600 

85,572 


.'j,809,981 
1, 088, 139 


355, 521 

27,841,411 

127, 706 

229,230 


821,320 
86,037 


348,900 
73, 258 
3, 363 
947 
9,870 
10, 080 


5,935,803 
122,998 


99,541 
10, 347 


965, 524 


1,332,910 

9, 250, 139 

100,888 

2,441,105 


3,590 


$534,018 

96, 634 

782,991 

1,614,597 

352. 002 
294,087 

1,134,177 
1,711,300 
349, 147 
175,004 
855,531 
919, 880 
104,479 
1,070,485 
890,082 
384, 804 

1,366,250 
5,212,912 

160,925 

330, 114 
1,147,336 

457, 840 
1,681,823 

501,955 

164,215 

448,643 

244,009 

885,085 

1,081,433 

1,317,021 

598,482 

1,031,513 

241.334 

896;  200 

735, 523 

285, 550 

253, 710 

038. 003 
2,319,290 

151,035 
441,484 
280, 223 
300,891 
782,343 


1,195, 
508. 
396; 
95, 
243, 

1,376, 

1,223, 
543, 
331, 

1,3.38, 

r.iso, 

'216, 

982, 
1,824, 

574, 
5,202, 
2,215, 

401, 
1,566, 

517, 
2,982, 
4,531, 

404, 

1,665, 

3.S,327, 


2,939,495 

17,  ,'■,80 

6, 319, 614 

2,930,408 

13,180 


131,248 
'2,' 750 


979,515 
52,967 
293, 956 


141,469 


1,571,232 


2,075 

1,405 

7, 2,39 

2.758,546 


23,312,400 
'  84,876 


5, 019, 886 
817, 158 


385, 612 

18,030,363 

101,109 

266,620 


1,423,103 
98, 501 


316,571 

91,789 

3, 420 

Oil 

0,530 

11,889 


0,253,293 
109, 794 


39,490 
9,080 


1,418,934 


1,249,096 

7,982,195 

131,681 

2,78.5,365 


0,174 

J  75, 855 


Total. 


105,743,371 


$678,307 

124,062 

1,227,779 

1,801,4.57 

807,055 

008, 705 

1,250,105 

1,920,730 

443, 080 

172,512 

1,245,093 

1,552,389 

112,100 

922,328 

877,396 

574,135 

941,979 
8,245,179 

170,371 

413,025 
1,516,090 

773,598 
2,308,935 

333, 331 

117,789 
639, 755 
174,917 

1,048,955 
502,384 

1,861,115 
075,095 

1,786,473 
231,115 
768,054 
951, 107 
425,391 
338,411 
711,. 550 

1,  (102,703 
226, 500 

478. 207 
.566,:300 
495, 118 

1,097,054 

1,424,920 
918,621 
470, 173 
101,042 
108, 113 

1,237,229 
457, 850 
097,053 
291,-397 

1,300,34:3 
COO,  092 
238,677 

1,420,-370 

3,410,788 

803. 208 
4,802,097 
1,880,007 

887,859 
1,815,895 

041, 092 
3,907,951 
5,957,667 

414, 544 
4,096,722 
40, 185, 419 

128, 180, 121 
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The  foregoing  table  shows  a  marked  gain  in  vahie  of  imports  for 
1916  largely  due  in  the  aggregate  to  the  increases  in  prices  rather 
than  in  quantities.  Coal  showed  a  loss  of  $754,157,  owing  to  short- 
age of  shipping  space  and  coal  miners'  strike  in  Australia;  corru- 
gated galvanized  iron,  $424,271,  for  the  reason  it  could  not  be  se- 
cured at  prices  consumers  could  pay;  .gas  and  gasoline  engines, 
$168,624,  oAving  to  more  engines  coming  in  assembled  with  motor 
cars;  grain,  pulse,  etc.,  $579,049,  owing  to  there  being  a  larger  pro- 
duction of  wheat  in  iS'ew  Zealand;  fertilizers,  $65(),593.  owing  to 
scarcity;  pig  and  scrap  iron  $75,265,  owing  to  decreased  demand; 
railway  and  tramway  plant,  $765,413,  because  but  little  railway  con- 
struction was  undertaken,  and  in  1915  10  locomotives  had  been  pur- 
chased from  the  United  States  and  a  like  number  from  Great  Britain; 
seeds,  grass,  and  clover,  $526,365,  for  the  reason  that  the  home  crop 
about  supplied  the  demand. 
Principal  Increases  in  Imports. 

The  gains  in  imports  were  marked  in  many  cases,  which  was  ac- 
counted for  in  most  cases  by  increased  prices.  Iron  bars,  bolts,  and 
rods  show  a  gain  of  $444,788,  of  which  American  interests  supplied 
more  than  ever  before;  benzine,  benzoline,  gasoline,  etc.,  $701,313, 
practically  all  from  the  United  States;  bicycles  and  motorcycles, 
$314,678.  owing  to  the  increased  number  imported  rather  than  to 
increased  prices,  as  they  are  in  very  general  use  in  New  Zealand, 
there  being,  it  is  estimated,  about  30,000  bicycles  in  use  around  Christ- 
church,  where  the  country  is  level ;  boots  and  shoes,  $209,430,  princi- 
pally in  cost,  American  interests  supplying  more  of  these  than  for 
several  years;  cigarettes,  $632,509,  owning  to  greater  demand;  cotton 
piece  goods,  $3,032,267,  owing  to  light  stocks  and  greater  demand 
for  military  suits;  dairy  machinery,  $82,911,  owing  to  a  disposition 
to  use  all  the  labor-saving  machinery  possible;  drapery,  368,754, 
owing  to  short  stocks  and  increased  prices,  American  interests 
supplying  increased  quantities  of  this  line;  electrical  machinery, 
$627,112,  owing  to  heavy  imports  previously  ordered  to  complete 
certain  important  electrical  developments,  American  manufacturers 
supplying  much  of  this. 

Plain  fencing  wire  showed  an  increase  in  value  amounting  to 
$191,112,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  actual  imports  were  33 
tons  short  of  1915  ;  glass  and  glassware,  $163,870,  of  which  the  United 
States  supplied  an  increased  portion;  hardware,  $544,094,  due  to 
increased  stocks  that  had  become  very  low ;  hosiery,  $754,960,  of  this 
a  very  much  greater  portion  came  from  the  United  States  than  ever 
before;  manufactiires  of  leather  and  saddlery,  $139,835,  to  complete 
short  stocks  as  a  result  of  small  imports  dui'ing  1915;  mineral  lubri- 
cating oils,  $286,077,  owing  to  short  stocks  and  greater  demand;  nails, 
$194,227,  due  to  short  stock  and  advanced  cost,  American  manufac- 
tures supplying  a  greater  portion  than  ever  before;  paints,  colors, 
and  varnishes,  $315,311,  owing  principally  to  increased  cost. 
Increased  Imports  of  Print  Paper,  Silk,  and  Other  Articles. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $229,714  in  imports  of  print  paper,  owing 
to  increase  in  prices,  since  imports  Avere  32,395  hundredweights  below 
1915,  a  large  portion  of  this  paper  coming  from  Canada.  Imports 
of  paper  other  than  priiit  paper  showed  an  increase  of  $410,213, 
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OAviiig'  largely  to  increase  in  cost;  silk  piece  goods,  $4-14,05-1:,  owing  to 
short  stocks  at  beginning  of  year  and  advance  in  prices,  Japan  sup- 
plying niiicli  more  oi"  this  class  of  merchandise;  spirits,  including 
whisky,  brandy,  anil  rum,  $1,59-2,201,  owing  to  increased  consunip- 
tio'n;  stationery.  $28S,T44,  owing  to  short  stocks  and  increase  in 
piices;  tinned  sheets  and  plates,  $4:-2G,311,  owing  to  low  stocks  and 
advanced  ]n-ices;  motor  vehicles,  $925,493,  which  shows  a  compara- 
tively small  increase  when  the  number  imported  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration, this  being  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many  more  of 
the  cheaper  American  cars  were  imported  during  1910,  and  were 
largely  taken  by  the  farmers;  wearing  api)arel,  $1,420,085,  owing  to 
short  stocks  and  the  increased  cost,  more  of  these  goods  coming  from 
the  ITnited  States  than  ever  before;  and  woolen  piece  goods,  $2,430,- 
798.  owing  to  short  stocks,  higher  prices,  and  larger  consumption  for 
soldiers'  imiforms. 
Exports  from  New  Zealand. 

Exports  from  New  Zealand  for  191G  amounted  to  $101,990,879,  as 
couii)ared  witli  $154,500,080  for  1915,  and  indications  point  to  an 
eqiuilly  good  year  for  191T. 

The  following  table  gives  the  exports  itemized  by  principal  arti- 
cles for  1915  and  1910,  giving  quantities  when  possible  as  well  as 
values  (1  cental=100  pomids,  1  hundredweight=112  pounds)  : 


Articles. 


Apples pounds . 

Beans  and  peas centals . 

Beef,  frozen hundredweight . 

Butter do... 

Calfskins number. 

Cheese hundi'ed  weight . 

Coal t  ons . 

Fiber  (Pharmium  tenax) do. . . 

Gold ounces . 

Hides number. 

Hops pounds. 

Kami  gum tons . 

Lamb  carcasses,  frozen hundredweight. 

Leather pounds . 

Live  stock 

Lumber sup.  feet. 

Mutton  carcasses,  frozen hundredweight. 

Oats centals. 

Potted  and  preserved  meat. .  .hundredweight. 

Rabl>its  and  hares,  frozen do. .. 

Rabbit  skins pounds. 

Sausage  skins do... 

Sheepskins: 

Wit  hout  wool do. . . 

With  wool do. . . 

Silver _ ounces. 

"iallow tons. 

Tow do. . . 

\eal.  frozen hundredweight. 

Wheat centals. 

W(,ol pounds. 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Quantity. 


2,4n,008 
121, 165 
757,590 
420,144 
234.165 
817,258 
323.992 
23;  220 
422,  S25 
270, 363 
485,582 
4,575 

1, 199, 589 
747, 885 


76, 741, 746 
1,463,934 
273, 001 
01,851 
87, 279 
925, 047 
5, 007, 220 

24,974,045 

3, 532, 301 

957.541 

26, 76;j 

3. 465 

14,522 

216 

196,570,114 


Value. 


$102,089 

374, 828 

7,913,693 

13,142,592 

322.099 

13, 286;  572 

1,004,036 

2,781,794 

8,240,542 

2, 463, 309 

90, 205 

1,358,401 

14,619,214 

300, 720 

926, 548 

1,866,867 

14,079,568 

646,  403 

1,088,471 

4.58, 337 

243, 344 

934, 504 

3,342,517 

679, 680 

465, 155 

3,  799.  899 

187, 059 

160,512 

623 

50,  .552,  .594 

8, 407, 245 


1916 


Quantity. 


862,263 
50, 501 
089,971 
358,032 
206, 024 
949,416 
328, 183 
27.674 
292;  621 
297,418 
4SH,117 
5,448 
906, 438 
391, 870 


71,501,371 

1,266,230 

88,  11)6 

05,  582 

.50, 020 

992, 800 

2.  .532, 561 

21,676,1.31 

3, 082, 8:38 

787, 053 

22,  472 

4.578 

10, 667 

41,287 

185, 506, 859 


154, 506, 080 


Value. 


$36, 255 

187,579 

10,312,391 

12,810.0.54 

32(1,046 

17, 102,  .389 

1,589,170 

4,874,895 

5,835,965 

2,947,483 

85, 806 

1,651,413 

11, 860, 147 

171,02;} 

5:34,  702 

1,850,458 

12.312,104 

110,968 

1.214,284 

275, 507 

;!7],825- 

957, 054 

3,  705,  .VJ2 

7(iO,  0(>9 

414,193 

3,  821,. 8.5:$ 

374. 269 

127,  541 

86. 794 

00.  276,  .829 

4,903,021 


101,990,879 


It  will  be  noted  that  there  Avere  marked  gains  in  the  value  of  ex- 
ports of  frozen  beef,  cheese,  fiber,  tow,  tind  wool,  without  proportion- 
ate increases  in  quantities  shipped.  This  Avas  especially  true  in  the 
case  of  wool,  fiber,  and  toAV. 
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Indications  point  to  a  substantial  increase  in  exports  of  the  more 
important  food  products,  wool,  and  hides,  for  stocks  in  these  lines  are 
large  because  of  scarcity  of  shipping  during  the  last  months  of  1916. 

Exports  to  "United  States  by  Consular  Districts. 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  New  Zealand  for 
1916  show  a  marked  decline,  with  a  total  value  of  $10,855,892,  not 
counting  returned  American  goods,  as  compared  with  $13,947,915  for 
1915.  This  decline  is  more  than  accounted  for  in  the  item  of  wool, 
which  declined  from  $5,438,758  in  1915  to  $1,938,818  in  1916.  This 
was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  British  Government  took  all  surplus 
wool  except  such  wool  as  had  been  bought  late  in  1915,  which  was  per- 
mitted to  go  forward  early  in  1916.  Exports  of  hemp  to  the  United 
States  reached  $1,583,220,  as  compared  with  $733,031  for  1915. 

The  value  of  merchandise  invoiced  to  the  United  States  and  posses- 
sions at  this  consulate  general  and  its  agencies  in  New  Zealand  during 
1914,  1915,  and  1916  (including  returned  American  goods)  is  shown 
in  the  following  table : 


Places. 


1915 


1916 


Aucklan  1  consulate  general, 

Christchurch  agency 

Dune  lin  agency 

Wellington  agency 

Total , 


$2,166,020 

2,411.135 

330, 703 

503, 861 


51,465,613 
4,522,647 
1,571,242 
6,407,293 


$1,811,701 
3, 452, 559 
1,040,970 

4.045.942 


5,411,719  .  13,966,795 


10,951,172 


The  outlook  for  1917  does  not  seem  promising  for  an  increase  of 
exports  to  the  United  States,  since  wool  and  hides  have  been  taken 
over  by  the  British  Government,  and  there  are  restrictions  on  sheep- 
skins and  pelts  that  may  limit  shipment. 

Principal  Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  gives  the  declared  value  of  merchandise  in- 
voiced at  the  American  consulate  general  at  Auckland  for  the  United 
States  during  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


Butter 

Casings 

Copra 

Hemp 

Hides 

Kauri  gum. 
Pelts 


1915 


89, 175 

25, 480 


2,405 

6,241 

1,087,601 

54, 935 


1916 


S3, 304 

0,613 

233, 496 


1,353,475 
119, 122 


Articles. 


Skins: 

Kabbit 

Sheep 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$4, 749 

120, 45S 

75, 902 

6,353 


1,393,299 


1916 


$15, 553 


12, 625 


1,74^,191 


There  were  no  exports  to  the  Philippines  or  Porto  Rico  in  1916, 
but  the  exports  to  Hawaii  were  valued  at  $61,900,  compared  with 
$69,558  for  1915.  The  exports  to  Hawaii  consisted  chiefly  of  butter, 
which  amounted  to  $42,592;  chilled  meat,  $1,756;  preserved  milk, 
$11,472;  and  onions,  $4,541.  Returned  xVmerican  goods  were  valued 
at  $5,610,  as  compared  with  $2,756  for  1915  and  consisted  largely  of 
rubber  tires,  linotype  parts,  razors  and  blades,  gold  chains,  paper  j^at- 
terns,  and  sewing-machine  parts. 

There  was  a. large  gain  in  exports  of  hemp,  kauri  gum,  and  pelts 
to  the  United  States  in  1916,  with  copra  as  a  new  item,  while  there 
was  a  djBcrease  in  ex^^orts  of  casings  and  sheepskins  and  no  shipments 
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of  rabbit  akins  and  avooI.    The  kauri-giim  business  was  mucli  better 
(luring  the  first  six  months  than  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Improved  American  Business  Methods. 

American  inanufacturers  and  exporters  trading  here  have  greatly 
improved  their  methods,  witli  good  results,  as  the  increased  imports 
for  lOiG  indicate.  Better  terms  liave  been- granted  and  greater  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  forwarding  shi])ments  in  good  condition. 
Price  quotations  also  conform  more  nearly  to  J'cquirements  here  by 
either  giving  c.  i.  f.  destination  or  f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment,  rather 
than  f.  o.  b.  factory  prices. 

American  manufacturers  and  exjiorters  should  realize  that  it  will 
be  profitable  to  divide  their  Australasian  agencies  by  locating  one  in 
Australia  and  the  other  in  New  Zealand.  This  country  is  about  1,200 
miles  from  the  nearest  Australian  port  and  it  takes  four  or  five  days 
to  make  the  voyage  with  an  average  of  less  than  two  sailings  a  week. 

When  a  subagent  is  appointed  for  New  Zealand  an  extra  commis- 
sion is  added,  which  does  not  please  the  purchaser,  to  say  nothing 
about  the  delays,  since  the  subagent  must  usually  refer  to  the  prin- 
cipal in  Australia  before  closing  the  deal. 

The  manufacturers  and  exporters  who  have  a  principal  agency  in 
New  Zealand  are  doing  the  best  business  and  it  will  pay  others  to 
follow  their  example.  This  has  come  forcefully  to  the  attention  of 
this  office  many  times  within  the  past  few  months  and  prompt  action 
is  urged  so  that  best  results  may  be  obtained. 

Business  Prospects — Trade  Publications. 

This  will  continue  to  be  a  good  field  for  American  business  if 
American  interests  make  the  most  of  this  opportunity  b}?-  complying 
with  all  reasonable  requirements  and  being  strictly  honest  and  fair 
in  every  particular.  There  is  good  business  here  that  it  will  pay  to 
seek  and  there  should  be  a  market  in  the  United  States  for  many  of 
the  products  of  this  country  as  soon  as  conditions  become  normal. 

It  will  pay  to  pool  interests  here  to  cover  selling  expenses,  and 
if  manufacturers  and  producers  at  home  would  join  in  establishing 
exporting  companies  to  handle  their  foreign  business,  in  position 
to  open  branches  in  New  Zealand  with  an  up-to-date  American 
manager  to  push  business,  American  imports  could  be  doubled 
within  a  few  years. 

There  are  now  received  at  this  consulate  general  93  trade  ]-)ublica- 
tions,  5  daily  papers,  and  3  weekly  papers.  These  are  first  placed  in 
the  reading  room  connected  with  this  office  for  the  use  of  the  general 
public  and  later  distributed  to  business  houses,  where  it  is  thought 
they  will  do  the  most  good,  except  IG  of  the  leading  trade  publica- 
tions that  are  regularly  placed  on  reading  tables  in  the  public  library 
in  this  city.    Good  results  have  come  from  this  work. 

DUNEDIN  AGENCY. 

By  Coitsnlar  Agent  Frederick  O.  Bridsenian,  Januni'y  13. 

Trade  in  the  Dunedin  district  was  good  during  1916,  although 
there  Avas  some  difficulty  about  shipping  the  products  of  the  Dominion 
on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  tonnage.  Several  staple  products,  such 
as  wool,  frozen  meat,  and  cheese,  were  taken  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment at  high  figures. 
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The  grain  crops  for  the  season  in  this  southern  part  of  the  Do- 
minion are  fairly  promising.     They  liave  suffered  from  drought  to 
some  extent,  but  not  as  much  as  those  in  the  Canterbury  district  and 
places  farther  north. 
Tonnage  Movement  at  Dunedin. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  trade  for  the  years 
1915  and  191G,  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds: 


Imports. 

Exports. 

• 

1915 

191G 

1915 

1916 

Tnvs. 
00,  181 
199. 207 

Tons. 

02,  m:i 

201,506 

Tov^. 
36,  fi75 
144,871 

Tom. 
36,2.31 

125  372 

Total       

289,383 

294,399 

181,546 

161,003 

Much  cargo  is  entered  as  coastal  that  is  really  from  overseas, 
having  been  transshipped  at  Wellington. 

A  total  of  616  vessels  of  819,030  tons  arrived  during  1916,  as  com- 
pared with  a  total  of  617  vessels  of  835,789  tons  in  1915. 
Imports  and  Exports  by  Countries. 

According  to  official  statistics,  imports  and  exports  by  countries 
for  the  port  of  Dunedin  for  the  years  ended  December  31,  1914  and 
1915,  the  latest  for  which  statistics  are  available,  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 


Uniterl  Kingdom 

Australia 

India  ati  i  Ceylon 

Canada 

South  Africa 

United  States 

Germany 

Japan 

Otner  countries.. 

Total 


1914 


Imports 
from. 


$7,4.56,091 

1,741. ,511 

557. 487 

332,358 

5.655 

1,226,212 

261,640 

88,546 

1.070,937 


12,749,437 


Exports  to. 


919, 4.33 

257, 864 

4.579 

180,8,54 

43,110 
288,262 
415,687 

17,982 
435, 765 


7,568,536 


1915 


Imports 
from. 


$7.0.56,517 

1,449,609 

870. 2.52 

58.5.717 

15. 802 

1,420,979 

2,  .521 

195.113 

775.987 


12,372,497 


Exports  to. 


$6,613,729 

2, 179, 131 

569 

420,607 

34,499 

358,432 


102, 255 
101,827 


9,811,040 


Principal  Imports — Exports. 

The  principal  American  goods  imported  locally  are  illuminating, 
lubricating,  and  motor  fuel  oils  and  dried  fruits  frofn  the  Pacific 
Coast,  and  hardware,  pig  iron,  and  certain  classes  of  machinery,  in- 
cluding automobiles,  from  the  Atlantic  Coast.  Soft  goods  and  dry 
goods  are  not  imported  from  America  to  any  large  extent.  • 

The  principal  products  exported  from  Dunedin  are  wool,  frozen 
meat,  butter  and  cheese,  hides,  and  gold.  The  following  shipments 
were  made  from  Dunedin  and  Bluff  for  the  years  ended  September 
30,  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 

1915 

1910 

Butter  and  cheese 

$2,508,000 

i,nc.o,ooo 

2f-1.0i)0 
3,8Sf.;o00 
6,075,000 

52,754,000 

Gold 

1,314,000 

Hides 

377,000 

Meat,  frozen 

4,923,000 

Wool. 

8,282,000 
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Declared  Exports  to  the  TTnited  States. 

The  exports  invoiced  at  the  Dunedin  agency  for  the  United  States 
for  the  two  years  ending  December  31,  1915  and  191G,  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 

1915 

191C 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Casings,  sausage 

$1, 678 

9, 575 

7,247 

1,550,773 

$8,293 
330, 206 

99,244 
595, 067 

Otlier  products 

$762 

$505 

Total 

1,570,035 

1,039,315 

Wool 

There  were  no  exports  from  this  agency  to  Hawaii,  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  or  Porto  Pico.    Petiirned  American  goods  were  valued 
at  $1,053  for  the  year,  as  compared  with  $1,205  for  1915,  and  were 
composed  principally  of  chewing  gum  and  rubber  tires. 
Manufacturing — Fruit  Growing. 

The  principal  local  manufacturing  est.ablishments  are  woolen  mills, 
iron  foundries,  agricultural-implement  factories,  soap  and  candle 
works,  butter  factories,  biscuit  and  confectionery  factories,  breweries, 
and  cement  works.  Two  local  woolen  mills  were  kept  busy  during 
191G  on  Government  contracts  for  khaki  cloth  for  military  uniforms 
and  underclothing.  The  very  fine  all-wool  traveling  rugs  manufac- 
tured at  these  mills  are  known  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  A  local 
cement  company  turns  out  a  cement  at  its  works  here  that  is  quite 
equal  in  quality  to  the  best  Portland  and  is  almost  exclusively  used 
for  Government  and  Harbor  Board  works. 

The  fruit-growing  industry  in  Central  Otago  is  progressing 
rapidly  and  showing  good  results.  In  the  near  future  a  large  quan- 
tity of  apples  will  be  available  for  export  from  this  district.  Up 
to  the  present  the  main  export  of  apples  has  been  from  the  Nelson 
district,  foreign  shipments  being  made  at  Wellington. 
Port  Facilities — Docks  and  Machine  Shops. 

Harbor  improvements  have  recently  been  made  by  deepening  the 
entrance  at  the  Heads  and  the  channel  to  Port  Chalmers.  There  is 
now  a  navigable  channel  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  carrying  40 
feet  at  low  water  and  46  feet  at  high-Avater.  Vessels  can  with  ease 
and  safety,  during  all  weathers,  proceed  to  and  berth  at  the  Port 
Chalmers  wharves  with  a  draft  of  2G  feet.  AVhen  the  Government 
widens  the  present  railway  wharf  at  Port  Chalmers  to  ]:)ermit  of 
dredging  a  berth  to  a  depth  of  40  feet,  the  Harbor  Board  Avill  extend 
the  deep-water  channel  from  the  entrance  right  up  to  the  Port 
Chalmers  wharves  by  dredging.  The  town  Avharves  at  Dunedin, 
about  8  miles  up  the  harbor  from  Port  Chalmers,  are  reached  by  a 
dredged  channel  which  can  be  used  by  vessels  drawing  22  feet. 

The  docking  facilities  at  Port  Chalmers  are  excellent  and  very 
commodious.  The  docks  are  adjacent  to  the  deep  Avaters  of  the  lower 
harbor  and  comprise  two  dry  docks  and  a  patent  slip,  covering  6-| 
acres.  The  larger  of  the  tw'o  dry  docks  has  a  length  of  500  feet  on 
the  floor,  and  can  accommodate  vessels  up  to  512  feet  long.  The 
smaller  dock  is  300  feet  long  and  will  take  in  vessels  up  to  335 
feet.  The  plant  includes  80-ton  shears  and  a  15-ton  electric  travel- 
ing crane  of  50-feet  radius.  Adjacent  to  the  docl^s  are  large  repair- 
ing and  engineering  works,  fitted  with  modem  machinery  for  ex- 
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pediting"  dock  work  and  refitting  of  vessels.  The  boiler  shops  are 
equipped  with  the  heavy  class  of  hydraidic  riveting  plant,  oxy- 
acetylene  process  of  cutting  and  welding  frame  furnaces,  massive 
plate  rolls  capable  of  rolling  2-incli  plates,  and  all  the  plant  and 
tools  necessary  for  rapid  dispatch,  so  essential  in  dock  work. 
Financial  Conditions. 

The  local  money  market  continues  easy,  and  again  bank  deposits 
show  a  considerable  increase  during  the  past  12  months.  Much 
money  is  available  for  investment,  but  investors  are  at  present  shy 
of  industrial  concerns.  There  is  consequently  no  great  demand  on 
the  banks  for  advances,  and  the  financial  position  is  generally  sound. 
The  bank  rate  of  interest  on  advances  and  discounts  is  from  5^  to  T 
j^er  cent  and  on  deposits  the  rate  of  interest  remains  at  2  per  cent  for 
6  months  and  3^  per  cent  for  12  months. 

WELLINGTON  AGENCY. 

By   Consular   Agent   Artlinr   E.   AVlij-te,   January   10. 

During  the  past  12  months  Wellington  City  and  Province  enjoyed 
a  period  of  record  prosperity.  The  district  is  purely  agricultural  and 
the  city  mainly  a  distributing  center.  Little  manufacturing  is  done 
here,  the  principal  industries  of  this  sort  being  woolen  mills  and 
meat  works. 

Owing  to  the  high  prices  obtainable  in  the  markets  of  the  world 
for  wool,  meat,  butter,  cheese,  grain,  and  hides,  the  average  farmer's 
receipts  have  increased  enormously  with  a  corresponding  increase  in 
his  purchasing  power.  American  motor  cars  seem  to  be  his  particu- 
lar form  of  luxury.  The  large  amount  of  money  now  being  received 
into  the  country  is  being  largely  deposited  in  the  banks. 

Trade  with  America  is  greatly  restricted  by  the  embargo  an  avooI, 
hides,  etc.,  and  the  dearth  of  suitable  shipping  has  imposed  a  still 
further  restriction.  If  the  meat  and  wool  trade  between  New  Zea- 
land and  America  is  to  prosper  efficient  transportation  must  be  pro- 
vided. Return  freights  should  not  be  difficult  to  obtain,  as  New 
Zealand  is  rapidly  becoming,  per  capita,  one  of  the  wealthiest  coun- 
tries in  the  world.  American  manufacturers  with  suitable  goods 
should  find  a  read}-  market  in  this  Dominion. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  exports,  not  including 
returned  American  goods,  invoiced  at  the  Wellington  agency  for  the 
United  States  during  1915  and  1916 : 


^Vrticlcs. 


Blood,  dried 

Bullion 

Butter 

CasinRS 

Condensed  milk. 

Hemp 

Hides 

Meat,  frozen 

Teas 


1915 


?9, 

,G78, 

1, 

189, 

7, 

2S7, 

85, 

10, 

28, 


1916 


$2, 722, 570 


444, 645 

298 

S75, 157 


4,570 


Articles. 


Pelts 

Rubber,  scrap... 

Sheep,  lire 

Skins: 

Calf 

Sheep 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


§4,244 
1,268 

33,360 

51, 176 

6,984 


0,394,575 


1910 


5523,099 
2,844 
4,202 

11,874 
29,170 
5,952 


4, 024, 393 


Included  in  the  foregoing  table  are  50  stock  rams,  valued  at  $2,221, 
exported  from  this  agency  to  Hawaii  in  191G,  and  no  exports  to 
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Porto  llico  or  the  Philippines  during  the  year.  Returned  American 
goods  amounted  to  $21,549,  as  coinpared  with  $12,718  for  1915.  The 
more  important  items  under  this  head  were:  Automobile  covers, 
$1,G49:  cameras,  $1,773;  cash  registers,  $1,305;  periodicals,  $4,353; 
sealing  machines,  $i,4G0;  rubber  tires,  $6,024;  and  watches,  $1,113. 
Trade  generally  is  very  sound,  and  bankruptcies  are  few.  Pros- 
pects for  the  future  appear  to  be  particularly  good.  There  seems 
to  be  but  one  way  to  secure  trade  here,  and  that  is  by  capable  com- 
mercial travelers  with  a  first-class  article  to  sell. 

CHRISTCHURCH  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agesit  Juliii  II.   Strinser,  February  12. 

The  financial  position  of  the  Canterbury  district  is  very  strong. 
For  many  years  the  farming  classes  have  enjoyed  great  prosperity, 
and  this  has  been  reflected  in  the  increased  wages  of  the  industrial 
classes.  The  large  influx  of  wealth  is  apparent  in  the  constantly 
increasing  fixed  and  free  deposits  which  have  been  accumulating 
in  the  banks,  and  which  have  enabled  the  trading  community  to 
obtain  all  reasonable  bankmg  accommodation  at  low  rates. 

Business  is  conducted  upon  a  sound  basis  in  Canterbury,  and  there 
has  been  no  bankruptcy  of  any  wholesale  or  important  retail  ti-ad- 
ing  house  in  the  district  for  many  years.  Retail  business  throughout 
the  district  is  carefully  managed  and  but  little  assistance  is  ever 
required  from  the  wholesalers. 

Agricultural  Conditions. 

In  ordinary  seasons  Canterbury  soil  yields  very  heavy  crops  of 
cereals;  35  bushels  of  wheat  and  40  to  50  bushels  of  oats  per  acre 
are  usual  yields,  and  some  parts  give  even  more.  The  country  is 
thickly  settled,  and  the  farmers  avail  themselves  of  the  very  best 
and  most  scientific  methods  of  cultivation,  and  buy  American  and 
Canadian  machinery  on  a  very  large  scale.  During  the  last  three 
years  the  spring  and  early  summer  rainfall  has  been  considerably 
below  the  normal,  but  after  midsummer  in  each  year  satisfactory 
rains  produced  all  the  feed  the  stockmen  required,  the  net  results 
being  that  Avhile  the  farmers  have  not  received  satisfactory  returns 
for  their  labor  in  cereal  growing,  those  who  confined  their  efforts 
to  the  production  of  sheep,  cattle,  cheese,  and  butter  for  the  English 
market  have  been  more  than  satisfied  with  their  results.  Most  of 
the  farmers  in  this  district  combine  cereal  growing  with  sheep  raising 
and  dairying.  The  great  prosperity  of  the  last  few  years  has  enabled 
many  of  the  farmers  to  redeem  their  mortgages,  while  the  great 
increase  in  the  value  of  their  land,  brought  about  by  the  enhanced 
value  of  the  primary  ])roducts  and  the  low  i-ate  of  interest,  has 
put  most  of  them  in  a  lirst-rato  financial  position. 

Business  Conditions — Motor  Car  Imports. 

Business  throughout  Canterbury  was  normal  during  1916.  The 
prices  of  nearly  all  New  Zealand  products  increased,  but  the  workers 
were  not  affected,  having  received  a  corresponding  increase  of  wages, 
and  the  appreciation  was  not  sufficient  to  cause  anxiety  to  the  more 
wealthy  classes.  Retailers  who  deal  in  the  necessaries  of  life  say 
that  business  with  them  has  not  fallen  off,  and  it  is  significant  of 
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the  AYealth  of  the  country  that  those  who  deal  in  luxuries,  such  as 
jewehy,  fanc}-  goods,  photographic  instruments  and  material,  and 
similar  lines,  report  that  lOlG  was  one  of  the  best  j^ears  they  have 
ever  had. 

Imports  of  motor  cars  and  accessories  from  America  increased 
and  American  cars  have  now  taken  the  place  of  British  and  conti- 
nental cars.  The  better  classes  of  these  ve^iicles  have  given  satis- 
faction and  have  been  readil_y  purchased  notwithstanding  heavy 
freight  charges. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  TJnited  States. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  articles  as  invoiced  at  the 
Christchurch  Agency  for  the  United  States  during  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1910 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Casings,  sausage bundles . . 

Cow  hair pounds.. 

Grass  seed do — 

Hemp do  — 

Pelts bundles.. 

Sheep,  live number. . 

Skins,  sheep bundles,  h 

Wool pounds . .: 

All  other  articles 


290,418 

89,592 

38,840 

4,155,802 

1,031,384 

12 

73, 803 

10,408,653 


S159, 965 

4,685 

0,252 

229,412 

442, 951 

281 

11,757 

3,602,496 

1,377 


345,761 

5,4ai 

55,440 

702,900 

090,020 

285 

25 

610, 251 


S347, 393 

192 

9,242 

474,567 

1,259,511 

10, 183 

2,821 

1,343,751 

335 


Total. 


4,519,176 


3,448,000 


There  were  no  exports  to  Porto  Rico  or  the  Philippine  Islands  from 
this  agency,  but  rugs  to  the  value  of  $351  were  invoiced  to  Hav\aii. 
Eeturned  American  goods  amounted  to  $4,207  compared  with  $2,199 
for  1915,  and  consisted  principally  of  magnetos,  motor  lamps,  motor 
parts,  and  motor  tires. 
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